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Sample Interview Questions for Early Childhood Expert – Community Health Center


Responsiveness and Community Alignment
1. Tell us about your experience working with families in the communities this community health center serves. How do you ensure your approach to developmental support is responsive to all families?
2. How do you build trust with families who may have had negative experiences with healthcare or early childhood systems?
3. What community-based organizations or resources are you familiar with that serve families with young children in our region?
4. Can you share an example of how you adapted your communication style to meet the needs of a caregiver?

Clinical Expertise and Developmental Knowledge
5. Describe your experience conducting developmental screenings. Which tools have you used, and how do you explain the results to families?
6. How do you incorporate family strengths when offering developmental guidance?
7. Tell us about a time when you identified a developmental delay or concern. What steps did you take, and how did you support the family?
8. What frameworks or models (e.g., Bright Futures, HealthySteps) are you trained in or familiar with? How have you used them in your work?

Team Collaboration and Integration
9. How do you see your role fitting into a multidisciplinary team that includes medical providers, behavioral health clinicians, and community health workers?
10. Describe a time you participated in a team huddle or case review. What was your contribution, and what was the outcome?
11. How do you handle situations where you and a provider may not agree on a developmental concern or approach to care?

Family Engagement
12. What strategies do you use to engage families who are hesitant to follow through with referrals or developmental services?
13. How do you approach conversations about sensitive topics (e.g., developmental delays, parenting practices, and trauma)?
14. In your view, what does meeting the needs of all families in early childhood development look like in a healthcare setting?

Systems Knowledge and Community Impact
15. How do you stay updated on local early intervention programs, Head Start, child care, home visiting, and other early childhood systems and services?
16. What is your process for helping a family navigate community referrals?
17. Have you ever created or maintained a resource map or referral guide for families or staff? 

Scenario-Based Questions
18. Scenario: A 2-year-old child shows signs of language delay during a well-child visit, and the parent appears anxious and unsure. How would you approach this conversation and support the parent?
19. Scenario: You’re scheduled to join a well-child visit with a provider who is running behind and feeling rushed. How do you ensure your developmental work is still effective without disrupting clinic flow?
20. Scenario: A family expresses strong beliefs that conflict with your standard developmental advice (e.g., beliefs about discipline or sleep routines). How do you balance respect with guidance?
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